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Welcome and Introductions:

• Instructors: ESL, ABE, 
HSE, IET?

• Directors, supervisors
• PD Coordinators
• Career Navigators
• Did I miss anyone? Photo by Rohit Farmer on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@rohitfarmer?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/boy-in-white-and-red-crew-neck-t-shirt-sitting-on-chair-cYRMl1HeuVo?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Session Objectives

Photo by Tim Mossholder on Unsplash

1. Understand the TWC AEL state office 
requirements for integrating the Texas 
AEL Content Standards (CS) into 
program services and curricula

2. Recognize the six content areas of the 
Texas AEL CS and the standards’  
structure

3. Identify several resources for 
standards-based instruction

4. Identify the professional development 
training options available to support 
and scale -up standards-based 
instruction at the program level

 

https://unsplash.com/@timmossholder?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/love-to-learn-pencil-signage-on-wall-near-walking-man-WE_Kv_ZB1l0?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Session Resources

1. Session PPT 

2. Participant Handout 
Packet (several resources)
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Digital Copy of the Texas AEL Content Standards!

• Scan the QR Code

• Use this link to access and 
download a digital copy of 
the content standards:

https://shorturl.at/Dy5on

https://shorturl.at/Dy5on
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Mentimeter Poll!

Comfort level with the 
Content Standards

Join at Menti.com using 
this code:

https://Menti.com
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TWC Guidance: AEL Letters
Integrating the Texas AEL Content Standards into ESL, HSE and 
IET Services, Activities, and Curricula
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TWC AEL Letter, AEL 01-17, Change 1: Implementing Programs, 
Activities, and Services for English Language Learners

• TWC AEL Letter, AEL 01-17, Change 1 
adds a requirement that all English as 
a Second Language (ESL) services and 
curricula include a civics component 
that aligns with the civics standards in 
the Texas AEL Content Standards 
beginning July 1, 2021. 
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TWC AEL Letter, AEL 04-16, Change 2: Implementing Integrated 
Education and Training English Literacy and Civics Education

• TWC AEL Letter, AEL 04-16, Change 2 
adds a requirement that Integrated 
Education and Training English 
Literacy and Civics Education 
(Integrated EL Civics) services and 
curricula also include a civics 
component that aligns with the civics 
standards in the Texas AEL Content 
Standards beginning July 1, 2021. 
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TWC AEL Letter, AEL 07-17, Change 1: Required Syllabus Design 
for Adult Education and Literacy Instruction: 

• TWC AEL 07-17, Change 1: This 
updated AEL Letter adds a 
requirement that all ESL services and 
curricula include a civics component 
that aligns with AEL content 
standards’ civics standards;    
beginning July 1, 2021. 

• This letter requires that all AEL 
grantees align their ESL, HSE, and IET 
courses with the Texas AEL Content 
Standards including the parent/family 
and civics standards.
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Questions?
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Introducing to the Texas AEL Content 
Standards
Structure of the Content Areas
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Pause, Reflect, Share

How do the Texas AEL 
Content Standards support 
and strengthen 
instruction?
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Content Standards: Expectations for Mastery

“Because the standards are set at exit 
or mastery level, they demonstrate 
expectations of mastery of content, 
skills, and performance. 

Standards and the supporting 
benchmarks offer educators and 
students a transparent view, across 
levels, of what is expected to exit or 
master education and training 
competencies.”
Page 6 of the Texas AEL Content Standards

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://tcall.tamu.edu/docs/Standards/History-Standards4-2023.pdf
https://www.prometheus-studio.it/filosofia_e_storia/2020/01/19/il-mastery-learning-o-apprendimento-per-padronanza/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Texas AEL Content Standards: Content Areas

English Language Arts: Content 
Area I

Mathematics: 
Content Area II

English as a Second Language:
Content Area III

Parent/Family:
Content Area IV

Citizen/Community Member:
Content Area V

Digital Literacy:
Content Area VI
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Texas AEL Content Standards Visualization
Content Area: The big ideas that flow 

through the curriculum

Subarea: Delineate information for each 
Content Area into content area topics

Subarea Standard: Describe what 
learners should know and be able to do 

within a specific Content Area
Benchmark: Describe a set of skills that 
learners need to develop to meet the 

subarea standard

Session 
HO Packet 

Page 2
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Texas AEL Content Standards: ELA Example
Content Area I ELA
• Subarea 2 – Reading: students read and understand a wide variety 

of literary and informational texts

• Subarea Standard A. Vocabulary. Apply vocabulary and concepts 
accurately in reading speaking and writing.

• Benchmark 1. Identify new words and concepts by studying 
their relationships to other words and concepts by using context 
clues
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Aligning Content Standards to Industry Literacy 
Requirements

1. Field experts from education 
and employment reviewed the 
content standards.

2. They selected four in-demand 
Texas industry sectors and 
aligned the literacy 
requirements to specific 
academic content standards.

Time for an Activity!
Which four industries were 

chosen?



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level

• Third level
• Fourth level

• Fifth level

8/27/2024 19

Standards Alignment with Industry Clusters
From left to right:
Advanced Manufacturing
Construction and Extraction
Healthcare Sciences
Transportation Distribution and Logistics
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Content Area 1: English Language Arts: Industry Alignment

Subarea 2 – Reading: 
Students read and understand a wide 
variety of literary and informational 
texts.

Industry Example: Healthcare 
Sciences
Position: Receptionist 
Examples of Duties: compute, records, 
and proofreads data and other health 
care related information such as records 
and reports.
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Texas AEL Content Standards: Math Example

Content Area II Math
• Subarea 2 – Computations 

• Subarea Standard C. Dividing Numbers. Use operations with 
positive rational numbers to solve problems.

• Benchmark 2. Relate multiplication and division as inverse 
operations.
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Content Area 2: Math: Industry Alignment

Subarea 2 – Computations: 
Subarea Standard C: Dividing Numbers.
Use operations with positive rational 
numbers to solve problems.

Industry Example: Transportation 
Distribution and Logistics
Position: Customer Service 
Representative
Examples of Duties: Resolve customers 
billing complaints by performing 
activities such as refunding money or 
adjusting bills
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Texas AEL Content Standards: 
Citizen/Community Member (Civics)
Content Area: V Civics
• Subarea 3 – Work Together: Citizens and community members 

interact with other people to get things done toward a common 
purpose. 

• Subarea Standard C: Define common values and goals.

• Benchmark 1: identify common views and disagreements 
through open discussion.
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Questions?
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Texas AEL Content Standards
Lesson Plan Examples and Resources

https://www.umwelt-im-unterricht.de/hintergrund/das-wasser-der-welt-eine-geteilte-ressource/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Texas AEL Content Standards Visualization
Content Area: The big ideas that flow 

through the curriculum

Subarea: Delineate information for each 
Content Area into content area topics

Subarea Standard: Describe what 
learners should know and be able to do 

within a specific Content Area
Benchmark: Describe a set of skills 

that learners need to develop to meet 
the subarea standard

Session 
HO Packet 

Page 2
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Padlet Activity: Subarea Standard or Benchmark?

• Which level of the content 
standards do you use for your 
lesson plans, the subarea 
standard level or the 
benchmark level and WHY?

• Click on this link to access the 
Padlet Activity:

https://rb.gy/l9tc6r

https://rb.gy/l9tc6r
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Texas AEL Content Standards Lesson Plan Template Session 
HO Packet 
Page 3-4

ph&fax ph&fax 
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Adult Ed Med: Contextualized Video Lessons and 
Resources 
1. 40 short videos for adult 

learners and instructors to use. 

2. There are 40 companion lesson 
plan resources for: ESL, 
Workforce/Technology, 
Reasoning Language Arts, and 
Math.

3. The videos and lessons plans 
are available in English and 
Spanish!

• Access ALL the video resources 
and lesson plans from the Adult 
Ed. Med website:
https://www.adultedmed.com/

https://www.adultedmed.com/
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Career Pathways Construction Industry Curriculum

• Module 1:  Digital Literacy for 
the Construction Industry

• Module 2: Mathematics for the 
Construction Industry

• Module 3: Language Arts for the 
Construction Industry

• Access the Construction Industry 
Curriculum from the TCALL website: 

https://tcall.tamu.edu/CP-
ConstructionCurriculum.html

https://tcall.tamu.edu/CP-ConstructionCurriculum.html
https://tcall.tamu.edu/CP-ConstructionCurriculum.html
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Digital Resources for Standards-Based 
Instruction

Session HO 
Packet 

Page 5-7
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Questions or Ideas?
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TCALL: Professional Development Options

Content Standards: 
Backward Design 

and Lesson Planning

Content Standards: 
Unpacking and 

Applying the 
Standards

Introducing the 
Family Content 

Standards

Introducing the 
Civics Content 

Standards

Digital Literacy 
Content Standards

Trainings available 
in 3.0- and 6.0-hour 

time blocks 
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Thank you for Joining Me Today!

AnneMarie Molinari-Sanders
annemarie.molinari@tamu.edu

Email me with additional 
questions.

"Certain images and/or photos on this page are the copyrighted property of 123RF 
Limited, its Contributors or Licensed Partners and are being used with permission 
under license.."

mailto:annemarie.molinari@tamu.edu
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Please Complete the Scantron

• Use a pencil or a blue or 
black ink pen

• Remember to mark with 
an “X”

• Don’t forget your home 
zip code
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Please Leave Us Feedback

1. 2. 

• Can’t use the link? 
• Simply go to your Active 

Transcript and click 
Evaluate in the dropdown 
menu next to this session.

https://tinyurl.com/tcalleval
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