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providing support to Accelerate Texas participants during their program and

as they exit into the community.
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Teaching in Prison

Challenges

e Limited potential instructors

e Classroom space, supplies limited

e Limited control of student access, classrooms, testing

e Limited control of student access, classrooms, testing

e Ex-offenders have lots of needs — do you have somebody who can
handle their unique needs

e Alumni tracking extra challenging



Benefits

e Lots and lots of potential students

e Create new degree-seeking students

e Students are available and rather stable

e Very, very low overhead costs (very cheap marketing)
e Funding available

e Teaching extra rewarding

Tips for Teaching in Prison

Consider

e Get feedback ahead of time from local workforce board (will raise
warning flags but also refer employers, grants, targeted occupations —
your workforce board and Workforce Solutions offices will help in many
ways)

e Engaging new employers (many CEOs get a thrill out of visiting a
prison class)

¢ Understand the physical setting, what the warden and guards expect

e Recruiting instructors in new ways

e Support personnel needed (counselor, adviser, career navigator)

e Is your college or school wiling to take ex-offenders and help them
enroll?

e Are your college or school's administrators going to support this?

e Are your instructors and advisors going to be serious?

e Shaming another person does not help them or you
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programs, RAND researchers found compelling evidence that
the prison-based programs not only wn

| In the largest-ever meta-analysis of U.S. correctional educational

have a 30% chance of recidivating, compared with 43% for
‘those who do not. Thst's a 13-percentage-point drop in
the risk of recidivism for those who participate.

Senwiembadeedl $1 spent
‘pex participant is $1,400-$1,744. Nearly a third

of participants still recidivate. But the average

$8,700-$9,700 over three years. Even assuming the highest

average cost ($1,744) and the lowest average savings ($8,700), the three-year return
on investment for taxpayers is nearly 400%, or $5 saved for every $1 spent.
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This infographic first appeared in the Fall 2013 issue of RAND Review,the
flagship magazine of the RAND Corporation. A full-size PDF version can be

found at www.rand.org.

References

Equity and Excellence in Practice: A Guide for Higher Education in Prison,
written by Tanya Erzen, PhD, University of Puget Sound; Mary R. Gould,
PhD, Alliance for Higher Education in Prison; Jody Lewen, PhD, Prison

University Project (2019).

Evaluating the Effectiveness of Correctional Education: A Meta-Analysis of
Programs That Provide Education to Incarcerated Adults by the Rand
Corporation, written by Lois M. Davis, Robert Bozick, Jennifer L. Steele,

Jessica Saunders, Jeremy N. V. Miles (2014).



How Effective Is Correctional Education, and Where Do We Go from Here:
The Results of a Comprehensive Evaluation, written by Lois M. Davis,
Jennifer L. Steele, Robert Bozick, Malcolm V. Willams, Susan Turner, Jeremy

N. V. Miles, Jessica Saunders, Paul Steinberg (2016).

The Case for Correctional Education in Prison, written by Lois M. Davis for

the Rand Corp. (2016).

Community Colleges and The Future of Workforce Development, written by

Nancy Lee Sanchez, Forbes magazine, Oct. 24, 2019.



	Teaching in Prison
	Challenges
	Benefits

	Tips for Teaching in Prison
	Consider

	References

