
Dyslexia 
word 
broken 
down dys=difficult

lexia=words



What are Disabilities
Condition limiting movement, senses, or 

activities.

* Physical-motor impairments

* Mental Health-all can be treated

* Intellectual-permanent limitation

* Learning-Dyslexia falls under this 

type



Learning Disabilities
Specific-born with it

Persistent-doesn’t go away

Neurological-of the brain: affects a 

person’s ability to interpret what is 

to see, to hear, or to link 

information from different parts of 

the brain



Justification for Multisensory Teaching



Examples of Learning Disabilities
Dyslexia-most common

Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

Dyscalculia

Dysgraphia

Processing Deficits-difficulty 

remembering information needed to 

succeed



types of 
dyslexia

Phonological - 75% break 

speech in individual 

sounds

Surface - trouble seeing 

the whole word aka anglo 

saxon words

Visual - doesn’t see the 

full picture because 

trouble with sequence; 

spelling becomes brutal



Types of Dyslexia

Primary - genetic component

Secondary/Developmental -

infection via poor nutrition 

neurological development can 

occur

Trauma or Acquired - injury 

or disease

Perceptual - trouble 

recognizing whole words 

causing slow reading

Linguistic - reads quickly 

but makes mistakes



FONTS used make a 
difference:

San serif (no feet)

Larger font often 
helps

Helvetica-Apple, NASA and BMW

Courier

Calibri Arial

Microsoft    Verdana

Comic sans-comic books, schools



Break down vocabulary 
into meaningful parts

dyscalculia
dysgraphia
dysmorphia

employer
employee



Build with who and what
Speaking, reading & Writing

Can you see 

the______? 

who/what (noun)

Can you____?

What (verb)



If you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will think it’s 
stupid.

~Albert Einstein


